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Message From the State Executive Director

Greetings from the Connecticut Farm Service agency! Summer is in full swing, and FSA has
two important deadlines coming up that you should know about. This Friday, July 15th, marks
the deadline for acreage reporting here in Connecticut. It's an important deadline to ensure
that producers remain eligible for FSA programs. August 1st is the end of the County
Committee nomination period. County Committees (COC) oversee FSA programs for farmers
in their communities — committees are made up of local farmers and landowners and are
elected by fellow producers. County committee members are essential to the effective
administration of USDA programs. As the demographics of Connecticut farmers shifts, we
would particularly like to encourage women, farmers of color, beginning, and urban farmers to
serve on our county committees and contribute their unique perspectives to our evolving
farming community.

Farmers who are elected to serve on FSA county committees use their judgment and
knowledge to help with the decisions necessary to administer FSA programs in their counties,
ensuring the needs of local producers are met. The contributions of our many committee
members in Connecticut are greatly appreciated. If you are interested in serving or know



someone that would be, | encourage you to contact your local FSA office to learn more about
FSA county committees or visit FSA-COC-Elections-Broch-2022 (usda.gov).

As we progress through this already dry summer, I'd like to also remind producers of FSA’s
Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP). NAP provides financial assistance to
producers of non-insurable crops to protect against natural disasters that result in low yields,
cause crop losses, or prevent crop planting. NAP can provide assistance for losses caused by
the following eligible natural disasters: damaging weather, such as drought, freeze, hail,
excessive moisture, excessive wind or hurricanes; adverse natural occurrences, such as
earthquake or flood; and conditions related to damaging weather or adverse natural
occurrences, such as excessive heat, plant disease, or insect infestation. The damaging
weather or adverse natural occurrence must occur during the coverage period, before or
during harvest, and must directly affect the eligible crop. Crop year 2023 NAP coverage sign-
up deadlines are approaching and listed below. Please contact your local service center if you
are interested in NAP coverage.

Wishing everyone a safe and productive summer season (and some much needed rain),

Emily J. Cole, PhD
State Executive Director

2023 Season NAP coverage deadlines:
9/30/2022 Garlic, Value-.loss _and controlled environment crops
(examples: Christmas trees, sod, aquaculture)
11/20/2022 Orchard crops, forage, asparagus, strawberries,
caneberries, grapes
12/31/2022 Maple sap & Honey
3/15/2023 Spring seeded crops (vegetables, etc...)

Nominations Open for the 2022 County Committee
Elections



The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) encourages all
farmers, ranchers, and FSA program participants to take part in the Connecticut County
Committee election nomination process.

FSA’s county committees are a critical component of the day-to-day operations of FSA and
allow grassroots input and local administration of federal farm programs.

Committees are comprised of locally elected agricultural producers responsible for the fair and
equitable administration of FSA farm programs in their counties. Committee members are
accountable to the Secretary of Agriculture. If elected, members become part of a local
decision making and farm program delivery process.

A county committee is composed of three to 11 elected members from local administrative
areas (LAA). Each member serves a three-year term. Contact your local FSA office to find out
more about elections in your area.

County committees may have an appointed advisor to further represent the local interests of
underserved farmers and ranchers. Underserved producers are beginning, women and other
minority farmers and ranchers and landowners and/or operators who have limited resources.

All nomination forms for the 2022 election must be postmarked or received in the local USDA
Service Center by Aug. 1, 2022. For more information on FSA county committee elections and
appointments, refer to the FSA fact sheet: Eligibility to Vote and Hold Office as a COC
Member available online at: fsa.usda.gov/elections.

USDA Reminds Producers to File Crop Acreage
Reports

Agricultural producers who have not yet completed their crop acreage reports after spring
planting should make an appointment with the Name County Farm Service Agency (FSA)
before the applicable deadline.

An acreage report documents a crop grown on a farm or ranch and its intended uses. Filing
an accurate and timely acreage report for all crops and land uses, including failed acreage
and prevented planted acreage, can prevent the loss of benefits.

How to File a Report
To file a crop acreage report, producers need to provide:

e Crop and crop type or variety.

e Intended use of the crop.

e Number of acres of the crop.

o Map with approximate boundaries for the crop.
e Planting date(s).

e Planting pattern, when applicable.



e Producer shares.

e Irrigation practice(s).

e Acreage prevented from planting, when applicable.
e Other information as required.

Acreage Reporting Details
The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates:

o If the crop has not been planted by the acreage reporting date, then the
acreage must be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is
completed.

e If a producer acquires additional acreage after the acreage reporting date,
then the acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendar days after
purchase or acquiring the lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided
to the county office.

e If crops are covered by the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program,
acreage reports should be submitted by the applicable state, county, or crop-
specific reporting deadline or 15 calendar days before grazing or harvesting of
the crop begins.

Producers should also report crop acreage they intended to plant, but due to natural disaster,
were unable to because of a natural disaster.

Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, no later than
15 calendar days after the final planting date as established by FSA and USDA'’s Risk
Management Agency.

FSA offers continuous certification for perennial forage. This means after perennial forage is
reported once and the producer elects continuous certification, the certification remains in
effect until a change is made. Check with FSA at the local USDA Service Center for more
information on continuous certification.

New Option to View, Print and Label Maps on Farmers.gov

Producers with an eAuth account linked to their USDA customer record can now access their
FSA farm records, maps and common land units by logging into farmers.gov. A new feature
will allow producers to export field boundaries as shapefiles and import and view other
shapefiles, such as precision agriculture boundaries. This will allow producers to view, print
and label their own maps for acreage reporting purposes.

Producers who have authority to act on behalf of another customer as a grantee via form
FSA-211 Power of Attorney, Business Partner Signature Authority, along with other signature
types, or as a member of a business can now access information in the farmers.gov portal.

Producers can learn how to use the farmers.gov Farm Records Mapping functionality with
this fact sheet.

More Information



For questions, please contact your local FSA office.

USDA Has Issued More Than $4 Billion in
Emergency Relief Program Payments to Date
Deadline to Submit Applications is Friday, July 22

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced that to date, agricultural producers have
already received more than $4 billion through the Emergency Relief Program (ERP),
representing approximately 67% of the more than $6 billion projected to be paid through this
first phase of the program. The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) mailed out pre-filled
applications in late May to producers with crop insurance who suffered losses due to natural
disasters in 2020 and 2021. Commodity and specialty crop producers have until July 22 to
complete applications.

USDA is implementing ERP and ELRP in two phases, with the first phase utilizing existing
claim data to provide relief expediently, and the second phase focusing on ensuring producers
not covered by other programs receive assistance. For phase one, USDA used crop
insurance and Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) claim data.

Both ERP and the previously announced Emergency Livestock Relief Program (ELRP) are
funded by the Extending Government Funding and Delivering Emergency Assistance Act,
which President Biden signed into law in 2021. The law provided $10 billion to help
agricultural producers impacted by wildfires, droughts, hurricanes, winter storms and other
eligible disasters experienced during calendar years 2020 and 2021, of which $750 million is
committed to livestock producers who experienced losses to drought or wildfire in calendar
year 2021. Eligible livestock producers received ELRP payments totaling more than $590
million since the program was rolled out in late March.

Pre-Filled Applications

Eligible producers with eligible crop insurance claims have received pre-filled applications,
which included eligibility requirements and payment calculations. Producers received a
separate application form for each program year in which they experienced an eligible loss.

Producers should check with the Farm Service Agency (FSA) at their local USDA Service
Center to confirm eligibility and to ensure that all required farm program participation, adjusted
gross income and conservation compliance forms are on file. Producers who have previously
participated in FSA programs likely have these required forms already on file.

ERP provisions allow for a higher payment percentage for historically underserved producers,
including beginning, limited resource, socially disadvantaged and military veteran producers.
To qualify for the higher payment rate, individuals must have a Form CCC-860, Socially
Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning and Veteran Farmer or Rancher Certification on
file.

To receive a payment, producers must complete and submit their forms by the July 22
deadline. Once the completed ERP application for payment is submitted to and signed by the



FSA, producers enrolled in direct deposit should look for their payment within three business
days.

Additional Assistance through Phase One

FSA will be sending pre-filled applications for about 9,000 eligible producers with NAP
coverage in mid-July.

The Federal crop insurance data used to populate ERP phase one pre-filled applications
included claim data on file with USDA’s Risk Management Agency (RMA) as of May 2, 2022.
At that time, claim data for the Supplemental Coverage Option (SCO), Enhanced Coverage
Option (ECO), Stacked Income Protection Plan (STAX), Margin Protection Plan (MP) or Area
Risk Protection Insurance (ARPI) were not complete, so crop/units including these coverage
options were not included in the pre-filled ERP application form. In late summer 2022, updated
claim information will be used to generate a second pre-filled application for those crop/units
with eligible losses on file with RMA not included in the first mailing.

More Information

ERP covers losses to crops, trees, bushes and vines due to a qualifying natural disaster event
in calendar years 2020 and 2021. Eligible crops include all crops for which crop insurance or
NAP coverage was available, except for crops intended for grazing. Qualifying natural disaster
events include wildfires, hurricanes, floods, derechos, excessive heat, winter storms, freeze
(including a polar vortex), smoke exposure, excessive moisture, qualifying drought and related
conditions.

All producers who receive ERP phase one payments are statutorily required to purchase crop
insurance or NAP coverage where crop insurance is not available for the next two available
crop years.

Producers should contact their local Service Center if they have questions. Additionally, other
resources include:

e ERP fact sheet

ERP Webpage
“Top 6 Emergency Relief Program Checklist” blog on farmers.gov

May 16, 2022, news release

The second phase of both ERP and ELRP will be aimed at filling gaps and providing
assistance to producers who did not participate in or receive payments through the existing
programs that are being leveraged for phase one implementation. Through proactive
communication and outreach, USDA will keep producers and stakeholders informed as
program details are made available.

USDA Announces Assistance for On-Farm Food
Safety Expenses for Specialty Crop Growers



Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced that the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)
plans to provide up to $200 million in assistance for specialty crop producers who incur
eligible on-farm food safety program expenses to obtain or renew a food safety certification in
calendar years 2022 or 2023. USDA'’s new Food Safety Certification for Specialty

Crops (FSCSC) program will help to offset costs for specialty crop producers to comply with
regulatory requirements and market-driven food safety certification requirements, which is part
of USDA'’s broader effort to transform the food system to create a more level playing field for
small and medium producers and a more balanced, equitable economy for everyone working
in food and agriculture.

Specialty crop operations can apply for assistance for eligible expenses related to a 2022 food
safety certificate issued on or after June 21, 2022, beginning June 27, 2022. USDA is
delivering FSCSC to provide critical assistance for specialty crop operations, with an
emphasis on equity in program delivery while building on lessons learned from the COVID-19
pandemic and supply chain disruptions. Vilsack made the announcement from Hollis, N.H.,
where he toured a local, family-owned farm and highlighted USDA'’s efforts to help reduce
costs for farmers and support local economies by providing significant funding to cut
regulatory costs and increase market opportunities for farmers in New Hampshire and across
the nation.

Program Details

FSCSC will assist specialty crop operations that incurred eligible on-farm food safety
certification and related expenses related to obtaining or renewing a food safety certification in
calendar years 2022 and 2023. For each year, FSCSC covers a percentage of the specialty
crop operation’s cost of obtaining or renewing their certification, as well as a portion of their
related expenses.

To be eligible for FSCSC, the applicant must be a specialty crop operation; meet the definition
of a small business or very small business; and have paid eligible expenses related to the
2022 (issued on or after June 21, 2022) or 2023 certification.

Specialty crop operations may receive assistance for the following costs:

e Developing a food safety plan for first-time food safety certification.
e Maintaining or updating an existing food safety plan.

e Food safety certification.

e Certification upload fees.

e Microbiological testing for products, soil amendments and water.

e Training.

FSCSC payments are calculated separately for each category of eligible costs. A higher
payment rate has been set for socially disadvantaged, limited resource, beginning and veteran
farmers and ranchers. Details about the payment rates and limitations can be found

at farmers.gov/food-safety.

Applying for Assistance

The FSCSC application period for 2022 is June 27, 2022, through January 31, 2023, and the
application period for 2023 will be announced at a later date. FSA will issue payments at the



time of application approval for 2022 and after the application period ends for 2023. If
calculated payments exceed the amount of available funding, payments will be prorated.

Interested specialty crop producers can apply by completing the FSA-888, Food Safety
Certification for Specialty Crops Program (FSCSC) application. The application, along with
other required documents, can be submitted to the FSA office at any USDA Service Center
nationwide by mail, fax, hand delivery or via electronic means.

Producers can visit farmers.gov/food-safety for additional program details, eligibility
information and forms needed to apply.

USDA Advances Food System Transformation with
$43 Million for Urban Agriculture and Innovative
Production, Adds New Urban County Committees

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announces significant investments to support
urban agriculture, including $43.1 million for grants and cooperative agreements as well as six
new urban county committees to help deliver key USDA programs to urban producers.

These actions support USDA'’s efforts to strengthen the food supply chain and transform the
food system to be fairer, more competitive, and more resilient. Specifically, USDA is investing
$10.2 million in new cooperative agreements to expand compost and food waste reduction
efforts and $14.2 million in new grants to support the development of urban agriculture and
innovative production projects. Additionally, $18.7 million will fund 75 worthy grant proposals
from the 2021 application cycle, which was oversubscribed. Learn more at
usda.gov/media/press-releases/2022/06/03/usda-advances-food-system-transformation-43-
million-urban.

Is the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance
Program Right for You?

Farmers and ranchers rely on crop insurance to protect themselves from disasters and
unforeseen events, but not all crops are insurable through the USDA’s Risk Management
Agency. The Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program
(NAP) provides producers another option to obtain coverage against disaster for these crops.
NAP provides financial assistance to producers of non-insured crops impacted by natural
disasters that result in lower yields, crop losses, or prevents crop planting.

Commercially produced crops and agricultural commaodities for which crop insurance is not
available are generally eligible for NAP. Eligible crops include those grown specifically for
food, fiber, livestock consumption, biofuel or biobased products, or be commodities such as
value loss crops like Christmas trees and ornamental nursery, honey, maple sap, and many
others. Contact your FSA office to see which crops are eligible in your state and county.



Eligible causes of loss include drought, freeze, hail, excessive moisture, excessive wind or
hurricanes, earthquake, flood. These events must occur during the NAP policy coverage
period, before or during harvest, and the disaster must directly affect the eligible crop. For
guidance on causes of loss not listed, contact your local FSA county office.

Interested producers must apply for coverage using FSA form CCC-471, “Application for
Coverage,” and pay the applicable service fee at the FSA office where their farm records are
maintained. These must be filed by the application closing date. Closing dates vary by crop,
so it is important to contact your local FSA office as soon as possible to ensure you don’t miss
an application closing date.

At the time of application, each producer will be provided a copy of the NAP Basic Provisions,
which describes how NAP works and all the requirements you must follow to maintain NAP
coverage. NAP participants must provide accurate annual reports of their production in non-
loss years to ensure their NAP coverage is beneficial to their individual operation.

Producers are required to pay service fees which vary depending on the number of crops and
number of counties your operation is located in. The NAP service fee is the lesser of $325 per
crop or $825 per producer per administrative county, not to exceed a total of $1,950 for a
producer with farming interests in multiple counties. Premiums also apply when producers
elect higher levels of coverage with a maximum premium of $15,750 per person or legal entity
depending on the maximum payment limitation that may apply to the NAP covered producer.
The service fee can be waived for beginning, qualifying veteran, and limited resource farmers
and rancher., These farmers and ranchers can also receive a 50 percent reduction in the
premium.

For more detailed information on NAP, download the NAP Fact Sheet. To get started with
NAP, we recommend you contact your local USDA service center.

Beginning Farmer Loan Opportunity

Accessing capital to begin, extend or support an agriculture operation can be especially
challenging to new producers. Farm Service Agency’s “Beginning Farmer” direct and
guaranteed loan programs provide an opportunity for qualified applicants to secure loans from
funding set aside for producers who meet the following conditions:

e Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years

e  Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm

e Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and financial
management program sponsored by FSA

e Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the county’s average size
farm.

For more information contact, contact the New London County USDA Service Center at 860-
887-9941 or visit fsa.usda.gov.



New to Farming Because of the Pandemic? USDA
Can Help

USDA Service Centers across the country, are hearing from people who are interested in
more space and working the land and we want to let you know we can help. Are you new to
farming because of the pandemic? USDA can help you get started in farming — on everything
from helping you register your farm to getting financial assistance and advice.

Get Started with USDA

First, you want to make sure your farm is registered. If you purchased land, it might already be
established with USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) with a farm number on file. If not, FSA
can help you register your farm.

To obtain a farm number, you'll bring an official tax ID (Social Security number or an employer
ID) and a property deed. If you do not own the land, bring a lease agreement to your FSA
representative to show you have control of the property. If your operation is incorporated or an
entity, you may also need to provide proof that you have signature authority and the legal
ability to enter into contracts with USDA.

Access to Capital

USDA can provide access to capital through its farm loans, which is a great resource when
producers aren’t able to get a loan from a traditional lender. Loans can help with purchasing
land or equipment or with operating costs, and FSA even offers microloans, which are
especially popular among producers with smaller farms. For more information, check out our
Farm Loan Discovery Tool.

Conservation Practices

We can help you make conservation improvements to your farm, which are good for your
bottom line and your operation. We'll help you develop a conservation plan and apply for
financial assistance that’ll cover the bulk of the costs for implementing. To learn more about
some of the conservation practices that we help producers with, check out our Conservation
at Work Video Series.

If you purchase land, and you don’t want to farm all of it, you can look at either a conservation
easement or managing for native shrubs and grasses through either the Agricultural
Conservation Easement Program (ACEP) or Conservation Reserve Program (CRP).
Easements are long-term, while a CRP contract is 10-15 years. These are good options for
land that is not optimal for production or sensitive lands like wetlands and grasslands.

Additional Resources

Depending on your farm, you may want to look at crop insurance. The USDA'’s Risk
Management Agency provides crop insurance to help you manage risks on your farm. There



are many types of insurance products available for a wide variety of production practices,
including organic and sustainable agriculture.

Your local communities also have great resources for farmers including conservation districts,
Rural Development, cooperative extensions, and different farming groups. To get started with
USDA, contact your local USDA service center.




